
Parish Council 

January 22, 2015 

 

Present: Valencia Brooks, Tim Ivory, Joe Urbiel, Martha Cooney, Marge Johnson, Genny 

Singleton, Michelle Lewis, Ike Quiney, Fr. Clore, Mark Barkey, Sr. Maureen Mulcrone, Mary 

Price, Tom Tomala, Ron Eady, Nicole Evans 

 

Prayer:  

Minutes of previous meeting approved 

 

School: No report from School Advisory Board. We are not aware of any chair person. 

Suggestion was made to look at Alums to work on the Board. 

The AOD is currently making overtures to our parish and school. They claim they want to help 

city schools. Bishop Hanchon asked for a meeting and it turned out to be 6-8 people from AOD 

that came to the table to talk about our parish and school. Alton stated marketing to city people 

should be done.  An architect has inspected the building. A budget person has been looking at 

our books and making projections. 

 

A suggestion was made about whether or not we can put the school as an issue before all of the 

parish to see if we can afford to sustain a parish school, if so , how and look at he possibility of a 

Vicariate School. 

 

Response – perhaps as a part of a five year plan.  

Perhaps after we get the report from the AOD.  

Can the AOD close a school? The Bishop owns all the property. Usually the parish has a fair 

amount of authority over this decision. 

 

We are not sure if other city schools are having the same kind of study done. 

 

What kind of revenue comes from the Archdiocese?  Could it be replaced if it disappeared? 

It was noted that the numbers in our school do not keep going down, but rather it is more like a 

roller coaster. Some years better than others.  

 

A high performing school is a real asset in the city. Any structure that is willing to help would 

assist the health of our school without sucking money from budget. 

 

We could put facts and statistics together for perusal. Invite the parish to look at it.  

 

We need to embrace the kids in our neighborhood. We offer a great service for them. 

We have competition from Charter Schools. A new one is going in at St. Scholastica. 

 

Should we try to make decisions for the future before the diocese makes one for us? 

Can we get more parish families to send their kids to our school. 

 

Maybe a delegation from the Council can talk to the school while we are waiting for the AOD 

report. What kinds of things are they doing to keep alive? 

 

Put this item on the Council agenda each time. 

 

Speak with Rosanne and Nancy. 

 

Some families moved to the suburbs and send their kids to public schools. 

Some had questions about how kids were selected for financial assistance. 

We have lost some scholarships because they have dried up. 



 

There is concern about parents who don’t feel the ownership of the school. They are just sending 

kids to school. There must be some thought behind it, as they have chosen a school with Good 

Christian values. 

A small, good, school can change lives. 

Fewer families have the means and the time. Our tuition is $4,000.00. 

Some folks shop for a cheaper tuition and this takes a toll on the academic success of the student.  

 

We decided not to give a great portion to the parish school. Our school gets a tithe from the 

parish. They need to be self supporting. They receive the rent from St. Vincent & Sarah Fisher as 

well as Siena Literacy. 

 

Volunteers to talk with the school: Genny and Nicole &  Mark  

Be clear about the mission: Looking at the sustainability of the school for the future. Perhaps a 5 

year plan, for parish and school taking a good look at both. 

This is a discernment process – Not Let’s close the school – Not let’s save the school 

How/Is the school part of the core mission of the parish? 

 

Blackthorn: Has there been any radio announcement?  

AOH has posters. 

We have sold about 130 right now. 

Lots of folks are reserving tables. 

 

Encounter: 40+ registered. Workshops – 2 or more people in each workshop. 

Expecting more registrations this weekend.  

It is well organized, spiritual.  Should be very good.  

Council is asked to bring some snacks to share. Will have a sign up sheet. 

 

Only one person expressed an interest in babysitting.  

We are announcing the Encounter at St. Suzanne/OLGH. So far 2 have signed up. 

 

Inclusion Commission: Putting together a bi-fold with Mission statement, Welcome statement 

etc. 

The last meeting surfaced a person that took issue with Bob Bruttell’s Broadcast article.  

Race & Muslims – Several people will meet with him privately.  

This Commission encourages people to come even if they disagree so that we can all understand 

one another. Dialogue is the only way. 

There were several young people at the meeting.  

Fr. Clore stated he wishes he would have mentioned the Sunday that he asked young people to 

come to the front of the church for a blessing. 

 

Struggling to pull together the different contingents of young adults. 

 

Worship: Back to square one with the Choir Director. 

Dr. Duncan sent Fr. Vic an email saying he was resigning. It was a surprise. The choir was 

enjoying his teaching. He felt he was at the key board too much. Choir members really like when 

he directed.  

We interviewed 2 people that we may be able to go back to. Dr. Duncan suggested someone 

good on keyboard. Carole Ann will contact him to see if he would like to meet. 

Also needed is to look at the Mass time. Two hours in between masses is pretty standard. Right 

now Fr. Vic cannot mingle around as he would like. Some Christ the King folks are attending the 

earlier  Mass at St. Suzanne/OLGH. 

Could we go to 11am?   



We contacted SS/OLGH choir director to see if she was interested in playing here, but she plays 

in her own church and cannot. 

 

Dr. Duncan has a broader spectrum knowledge of liturgy. Should it be a priority to have a 

Catholic person? 

 

Should the Council vote on the time of the Mass? Do not wait 6 months. 

 

Fr. Vic really needs to be around after mass at St. Suzanne/OLGH and not have to rush. 

We need to figure out when to hear Confessions. 

 

This decision will impact JoAnna, as she has to be at St. Elizabeth by noon. 

 

Where is the change of Mass time decided? Council will propose a time and bring it to the 

parish.  

The Worship Commission meets next week to discuss this issue. 

 

Should we consider one good music person for both parishes? This would displace the St. 

Suzanne person. If we change Mass time, we will likely lose JoAnna.  

 

Is 8:45 and 11am the recommendation of the Parish Council?  

Some people will not like to come this late.  

Summer and Winter Schedules? 

 

Can’t keep everyone happy!  

We can offer to promote events in both places. Let people feel at home in either place.  

This is the real test! What sacrifices are we willing to make? 

 

On the surveys we filled out the most concern was for Fr. Vic.  

Ask for input from St. Suzanne/OLGH as well. They have just restarted their Parish Council. 

 

Can we take this to the parish? Present one week and vote the next? Explain why and tell people 

this is what  

Fr.Vic needs as pastor. 

Groups that conduct business on Sundays could possibly meet before Mass. 

 

Will present on Sunday:  8:45 & 10:45  or   8:45 & 11  -  Will make a stuffer 

 

Christian Service: Vic went on a tour of the Food Pantry and is very impressed with how it 

looks. It is organized and clean and in great shape. They are open every Saturday now.  

They receive lots of fresh food that can be given away every Saturday. Great work! 

Giving away clothing as well.  

We need desserts for this Tuesday or cash to help with paying for chicken. 

A person in Farmington keeps donating lots of stuff that needs to get picked up weekly. Lots of 

work involved. The Saturdays are not planned out. Stuff is just given out as it becomes available.  

Do they need another freezer? First organize the one that is there.  

 

St. Vincent DePaul staff their office several days a week. Purchased 5 single and 3 double beds 

to give away. 

 

Evangelization: Basically Encounter 

 

Stewardship: Met in November. Too early to tell any impact of the Stewardship Campaign.  

Only 4 people signed up for e-giving. 



License is here for the Festival 

Fisher funeral home will sponsor the raffle tickets again. 

 

St. Suzanne will be doing a different kind of raffle. $100.00 tickets. First prize is $10,000.00 

 

Faith Formation/Adult Faith: 6 in Confirmation Class. Vicariate program 

4 for First Communion. Classes on Sunday mornings 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays. 

Religious Education time - should it change if Mass time Changes? 

Christmas Eve Mass – Joni, Linda Tomala and parent volunteers.  

Would like to coordinate with Worship – Make sure there is someone to play the music. 

Joni’s position going forward. She has resigned and is looking for full time work.  

There was some disagreement regarding dwindling numbers of participants.  
 

Be upfront.  
 

This outcome of this open spot will end up being determined after the Encounter. 

 

Will there be a formal statement from Fr. Vic regarding Norah Duncan? It is mentioned in the 

Broadcast, but briefly. Joni finished here on January 15. 

Bible Study met as usual. 

 

Maybe a statement from the pulpit regarding both of those who left. 

 

Volunteer Corps: Moving along well. Hosted a party recently that went well. Annual meeting 

next week.  

Any staying more than one year? Not sure. 

All 3 teachers are doing great. Very energizing. There are 11 members this year. 

 

Finance Council: nothing new. 

Will be writing Budget soon. 

 

Youth: MLKing Service Day – about 400 teens were out doing Service. We went to Redford 

Geriatric. Getting ready for Rainbow. 

Youth will present the first Stations of the Cross and also the Passion on Palm Sunday. 

 

Communications: Ron circulated a blurb about Parish Council for the Website.  Would also like 

to have a place where people can place things they would like to bring before the Council. 

Should minutes be placed on the site? Are there ever things that should not be posted in public?  

There likely will be times when everything should not be communicated publicly. These would 

be part of an executive session.  Approved 

 

School: No report 

 

Security: Ron thinks there should be a calling together of the ushers group to do a re-formation 

of the group. Would be good to get them re-booted and get some training. Ike is happy to be a 

part of this.  

 

We need someone in the lot pretty much all the time.  

Mrs. G’s car was broken into on a Friday. Leonard is not here on Friday. 

We have talked about gating off the Burt end of the street. The security would then be mainly 

focused toward then Grand River entrance.  

 

Vicariate: Met this week. Conference on May 2. No location yet. Theme: Being a better witness 

for Christ. 3 workshops and 2 speakers. Trying to do them in Spanish and English. 

Still working on the website.  



Still trying to do Security sessions.  Also CPR sessions. 

 

We hosted 2 CPR sessions with 3 hours CPR and 3 hours first aid. 

Mary Price will not be certified much longer so will be unable to teach this in the future. 

 

Goals & Objectives: Ron handed out a current report for anyone who would like to see where 

we are with progress. Will approach a new plan from an appreciative inquiry mode.  

80% is probably considered a success. Objectives need to be really measurable.  

 

To get an item on the agenda contact the Chair person. 

 

Sr. Maureen brought up the Focus on Religious Life this year. Probably go to the Worship 

Commission first, then bring to Council. Could involve more Commissions.  Feb 8 Sisters of 

Mercy Open House, vespers at 4:30pm. 

 

Spirit Award Nominee: Marge Johnson was unanimously selected as our nominee this year– 

Monday February 16 at Sacred Heart Church 

 

Broadcast writer: Genny Singleton 

 

One Hopeful, more prayer, informative, engaging, fast, listening, open, informative, open, long, 

busy, informative, dynamic, informative, engaging,  

 

 


